leaf, followed by facsimile Pl': i-xvi, 1-308. (the facsimile t, p. on p. [iii] indicates the reprint is of the first edition, first issue which was published by Balliere, Tindall and Cox in 1904) $12.50. Emil Kraepelin lived from 1856 to 1926. He was professor of psychiatry at the universities of Dorpat (1886), Heidelberg (1891) and finally at Munich (1903) . Kraepelin was a prolific writer and wrote alone rather than with coauthors. He is regarded as one of the outstanding clinicians and teachers of modern times, and his contributions to 'clinical psychiatry' are well known, but it is not so well known that he wrote also in several specialty areas -the history of psychiatry, 'transcultural' (comparative or vergleichende) psychiatry, and psychological-physiological research of several kinds.
Only four of Kraepelin's book-length writings have been translated into English, so far as this reviewer is aware. In this reviewer's opinion this book is a first-rate contribution to contemporary scientific literature.
From the time of its emergence a few months ago it has been a psychiatric best seller -and deservedly so. Dr. Ban has assembled and evaluated in careful, wellorganized form the relevant current data on the development, testing, mode of action, indications and contraindictions of drugs relating to psychiatric practice and mental illness.
The book is divided into three broad headings: 1) General Psychopharmacology (the basic interdisciplinary research constituting the science of psychopharmacology) 2) Systematic Psychopharmacology (a review of available information on the most important groups of psychoactive drugs) 3) Applied Psychopharmacology (the therapeutic implications of drug usage) The philosophical basis of the book is not to claim that the use of drugs, in Koestler's words, . . . "can present the mind with gratis gifts -put into it something which is not already there . . ." but rather to summarize our present knowledge of how these powerful substances can help in the care of the mentally ill.
As Lehmann points out in the foreword, it is doubtful that "a similarly comprehensive one-volume, one-man library on psychopharmacology can ever be written again." "For the time being it is still possible to grasp all of the essentials of psychopharmacology in one expansive and well-co-ordinated effort, and to assemble them between the covers of one
